
Caledonian Police SN Newsletter

Dear all,

I have been asked by members the Caledonian Ward safer neighbourhood committee to resume sending out e-mail bulletins saying what is happening on our Ward from the Police perspective.  

If you are not aware there are six permanent contact officers dedicated to the ward. 

Sgt Jon Cairns is the Ward manager  (020 7421 0271). PC Mark Warwick and PCSO John Argyrou cover the southern and middle parts of the ward. PC Carel Le Masson and PCSO Colin Wills cover the northern and middle part of the ward. PCSO Wayne Griffith is currently conducting an admin role for the team at the moment.  Also working on the ward are officers from various departments like for example Burglary , Motor vehicle , Robbery , Moped Team , plus the CID.

Safer Neighbourhood Residents Panel

The Police meet local residents and elected councilor’s every other month to discuss what objectives they want the Police to work towards. This is a unique situation in Policing history where the residents tell the local Police teams where they want them to work and what the local priorities are.

Please come along and have your say at the next meeting .All residents are very welcome. 

The next meeting will be held at Blessed Sacrament church (downstairs) on Thursday 11th January 2007. If you want your local police team to problem solve your local issues, please come along and say your bit.  Also present are Homes for Islington Officers and local elected Councilors. 

Anti Social behaviour - Youth

The four main hotspots for youth disorder are as follows,

· Bridgeman Road / Thornhill Square

· Carnoustie Drive / Earlsferry Way

· Boston Estate

· Southern Street

The Police team know all the youth offenders that are making your lives a misery and their identities are not an issue.  We are prosecuting these people where it is appropriate.  

Patrol- methods

Due to the fact that the juvenile offenders can spot Police in uniform from a long distance and decamp before Police can anywhere near them, we have adopted the policy from time to time of working in plain clothes. When we do this, our success rate in prosecuting these people goes up significantly but the downside is that the public complain they don't see enough Police officers on the street.  We are trying to get the balance right. 

We also cycle in uniform on the ward.  The LBI West area committee funded the Police bikes.

To give you an example of a recent success.  A local youth was seen to throw a large firework at two elderly members of the public by Police in uniform.  The Police gave chase but due to the distance they were from the youth, he managed to enter a local estate and evade them.  Approximately half hour later the same youth decided to throw another firework at a member of the public.  Unfortunately for the youth, he threw the firework at a Police officer in plain clothes. He was arrested and prosecuted for the offence. 

Anti Social behaviour - mopeds

The team has been quite successful in issuing "Sec 59 " warnings to many of the moped riders that have caused you annoyance. If they continue to with their reckless behaviour towards the residents using their  bikes we can seize the mopeds off them.  Unfortunately we cannot keep the bikes indefinitely but it does cost them over £100 to get the bike back and every day it is in our possession, the fee goes up. If it is not claimed within 28 days, the bike is crushed.  Most of the mopeds are officially registered so they are easily tracked. The one's that are not, are subject to the Moped squads close attention.

Anti Social behaviour - Drink

The team has targeted several Off Licenses that have been suspected of selling alcohol to local youths. In conjunction with our colleagues from the trading standards we have had several successes in proving they sell alcohol and cigarettes to young people. The appropriate action was taken against these various premises 

Burglaries on the Ward

From May 2006 - October 2006, there were 39 Residential Burglaries on the ward.  27 were flats, 10 were houses & 2 were within a Hostel. 

Laptops, phones, camera and cash were the most frequently targeted items of property stolen

There are three areas where offences are mostly concentrated. 

· South end of Caledonian Road near Killick Street / Northdown street

· Bemerton estate / Outram Place

· Side streets around Roman Way / Offord Road area.

The Burglaries appear to happen at all different times day and night. The peak days for the offences are Monday, Friday and Saturday. Peak times are split between 0000-0400 hours and 1400-1800 hours.

Islington Burglary team has a high detection rate for solving residential burglaries, which is obviously good, but we all need to play our part in crime prevention. Full details how you can prevent your home and other property being victims of crime can be found on the Met Police website. http://www.met.police.uk/
Distraction Burglaries

From time to time some of our elderly residents on the ward suffer from this crime. This is where a male / female makes out they are from a utility company / local council or another organisation and they trick their way into the house. Whilst the main suspect is dealing with the elderly person, other members of the gang discreetly enter the premise via the open door and thieve from the other rooms. On many occasions the victim is not even aware the offence has happened until after all the suspects have gone.

“We are currently looking for a female who stated she was a care worker for the elderly. She is described as white 5’07”, dark long hair, and blue jeans jacket and baseball cap.”

If any of your neighbours are elderly and especially if they live on their own, please speak to them about this growing crime and point out to them they DO NOT have to allow anyone into their premises or even open the door. Please also remind them that if they are going to allow people into their homes, then they should make a point of getting a neighbour to come in with them. If you would like one of the Community team to casual pay attention to your elderly neighbour and maybe even speak to them about crime prevention, please e-mail me direct with the details. All information will be treated in confidence.

PCSO – Good Arrest

John and Colin have set out on many occasions to “capture” the Juvenile motorcyclist who has terrorised the local residents along the canal path. Their long hard cold wait paid off on Sunday night (5th). At around 10pm after waiting in the freezing weather in the darkness near the canal, they caught the suspect and the stolen bike red handed. Carel was near by to assist them quickly and the person who comes from the Camden borough area was arrested and the property restored.

Crack Houses

Within the past two months, the team with the assistance of the Islington Police Borough Support team have raided four premises that were “strongly” suspected of selling Crack cocaine. The warrants were obtained from the local courts.

As a result two premises in the Caledonian Road area have been handed back to London Borough of Islington (HFI) and they are in the process of preparing these premises for new residents. Two arrests were made as a result of stolen property found on the premises. In relation to the third residential premises, enquiries are still on going.

The fourth premises relates to a licensed premises on the ward. This was raided because it was suspected of selling controlled drugs and receiving stolen goods. Enquiries are still in hand.

Fireworks- selling

The team in conjunction with colleagues from the LBI have conducted several visits to premises suspected of selling fireworks to juveniles. Officers in Plain clothes have also casually watched the suspected premises but as yet we have not caught anyone selling on the ward.

Fireworks period 31st October – 5th November

The Caledonian Team as all the safer neighbourhood teams were on either a 2pm – 10pm shift or 4-12 midnight shifts throughout this time period.  The first night saw an arrest for throwing a firework at two elderly residents plus a Police Officer in plain clothes. We let this hard-core group of youths know exactly where the team were coming from at the beginning of the week. Since that arrest most youths from this group moved off from the area for nearly all of the evenings for that time period.

The youth who was arrested was one of the ringleaders of the group causing you all so many problems.  The appropriate adult who came to the Police station for this individual stated that she could not see what he had done wrong. The solicitor said openly in front of others that he felt the Police had over reacted in arresting this individual and no one was hurt even though the fireworks had been thrown at the feet of two very elderly residents let alone a Police Officer. I can tell you I went home that evening very depressed and down.

The reason I tell you this, is not to depress you or annoy you. The whole team from Sgt Cairns to the Community Support Officers feel very passionate about the Caledonian ward they serve.  We all sincerely appreciate any support we can get from the silent majority of very decent and law abiding people on the ward. There are approximately 14,000 people that live on the ward and that doesn’t include the transient population. Of that number there are only about 15-20 people cause us problems on a regular basis.  This team is and has been committed to dealing with every one of these troublemakers.  We have attempted to appeal to them to stop causing problems and where that hasn’t worked, we have arrested them as many times as Possible to disrupt their “CRIMINAL “ behaviour.

My kind regards

PC Mark Warwick
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